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Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m. Members participating in the remote meeting were 

Leonard Clark, chairman; Jamie Furness, Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, and Beth Magura, 
recording secretary. Donald Passardi, vice chairman, Greg Post, and Barbara Frassinelli, alternate, were 
not present. A quorum was established. 

Also participating in the meeting was Amber Wakley, Town of Stafford Grant & Marketing Specialist. 

At a meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BaS) held on August 18, 2020, Beth Magura was reappointed to 
serve on SHAC with a term to expire 6/28/2021. In addition, the BaS appointed to SHAC three new 
members: Greg Post, Jamie Furness, and Barbara Frassinelli (alternate) . 

2. Review of the minutes of the February 24, 2020, regular SHAC meeting 

Becky Kraussmann made a motion to approve the minutes from the 2/24/2020 meeting; this motion 
was seconded by Leonard Clark . The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

NOTE: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the March, April, May, June and July meetings of the Stafford 
Historical Advisory Commission were cancelled . 

3. The Allen Bridge on Spring Street: "What is next for the bridge?" 

A discussion ensued about the overdue report of Marie Ennis, a prinCipal of Old Structures Engineering 


LLC, based in New York City (recommended to SHAC by the Historic Bridge Foundation of Austin, TX) . 


More than a year has passed since Marie Ennis's visit to inspect the Allen Bridge on July 3, 2019, without 
receiving any a final report from Marie Ennis. Repeated individual inquiries were made over the past 

months by Devin Cowperthwaite, Town of Stafford director of public works, and Leonard Clark, SHAC 
chairman; in most cases, Ms. Ennis indicated a report would be forthcoming. 

On 7/22/2020, Commissioner Beth Magura emailed Mr. Cowperthwaite about the long-overdue 
assessment of the Allen Bridge by Old Structures Engineering (OSE) . Mr. Cowperthwaite agreed to Ms. 
Magura contacting Marie Ennis to ensure that Ms. Ennis had survived the COVID-19 crisis in NYC. 

On 7/27/2020, Marie Ennis replied to Ms. Magura's inquiry, indicating that she could access pertinent 
files remotely. She was pleased to hear that the Town had obtained an EPA brownfields grant. Ms. 
Magura replied immediately to Marie Ennis and told her we would be making pragmatic use of the OSE 
bridge assessment in the near future. 

On 8/12/2020, Ms . Ennis emailed,attachinga photo of the north abutment of the bridge. Ms. Magura 
replied to Ms. Ennis's inquiry with photos of the underside of the bridge from the early 1990s and from 
summer 2020 . These photos can be seen in Appendix 1, which is attached at the end ofthese minutes; 
SHAC members received this material on 8/24/2020 via email. 
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On 8/17/20, Ms. Ennis acknowledge receipt and commented that the dark areas on the bridge abutment 
may be stains. She wrote: "Thank you, Beth. Sorry to see deterioration. We will be wrapping up our 
report soon and this information will be folded into it. -Marie" 

On 8/24/2020, Commissioner Jamie Furness sent photographs and videos to SHAC that show water 
flowing as if from a faucet directly from the northwest river wall into Middle River. The still photos can 
be seen in Appendix 2, which is attached at the end of these meeting minutes. 

Chairman Clark offered to send Ms. Furness's images to Mr. Cowperthwaite, director of public works. 

Ms. Wakley, the Town's grant specialist, mentioned to SHAC the State of Connecticut's Local Bridge 
Program, which is annually announced and is a 50% matching grant. At this time, the due date for this 

grant hasn't been released yet, said Ms. Wakley. 

Appendix 3 is a 6/15/2020 memo to Mr. Cowperthwaite and Ms. Wakley from SHAC, showing veneer 
delaminating from the northwest wing wall of the Allen Bridge. 

4. Discussion about what is happening with Memorial Hall 

On 8/19/2020, Chairman Clark emailed Rick Hartenstein, chairman of the Annette Hyde Colton Fund 
Trustees, to ask if there is any news of significance about Memorial Hall that would be of interest to 
SHAC. Mr. Hartenstein reported that Bruce Davis, the Town of Stafford's facilities supervisor, said that 
Michael Bennett, Town employee, is working on Memorial Hall's hatchway door. It was reported that 

the Trustees bought a solid door, though it was not clear if the new hatchway door is metal, wood or 
of composite material. Mr. Bennett is figuring out how "to frame it out." 

Mr. Hartenstein reported that the Trustees will be putting out a request for proposal in the beginning of 

September for painting of Memorial Hall. 


Despite SHAC's extensive efforts to ensure the historical integrity of Memorial Hall, developments 

related to repair and maintenance of the Hall are not routinely shared with SHAC. This is a concern. 


Commissioner Becky Kraussmann made a motion that SHAC issue a memo to the BOS recommending 

that the Historical Advisory Commission serve in an advisory capacity related to repairs and 

maintenance to Memorial Hall. Commissioner Magura seconded the motion. 


In 2019, SHAC did extensive work that resulted in a detailed report of the condition of Memorial Hall by 

John Canning & Co. of Cheshire, CT, a professional building conservation consultancy. See Appendix 2, 

Parts 1, 2 and 3, at the end of the SHAC meeting minutes for 10/28/2019: 


http :// records.staffordct.o rg//fi les/20 19/ 5 HAC/ 10-2 8-M in utes. pd f 

On this basis, SHAC has knowledge of many practical aspects of Memorial Hall's condition. 


Ms. Kraussmann volunteered to draft the memo to the Board of Selectmen for review and input by 

other SHAC members. Chairman Clark suggested that the memo be discussed at the September SHAC 


meeting for potential input by any public participants. 


Ms. Kraussmann also mentioned the need to inventory the old stage sets stored in Memorial Hall. 

Their safety has been one of the reasons for limiting public access to the stage itself-a restriction that 

has caused some consternation on the part of the taxpaying public. 


Ms. Magura pointed out that some of the "flats" are stored on shelves attached high on the eastern wall 

of the backstage area. These stage props are not readily accessible without getting up on a ladder. How 


to inventory the theatrical props will be discussed further at a future SHAC meeting. 
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5. Discussion of the Stafford Brownfields Advisory Board activities related to assessment of the Witt 

building by environmental engineering and urban planning consultancies. 

Background information: The Town ofStofford has been awarded a $300,000 grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency for 0 Brownfields Initiative. On Jan. 21, 2020, the Board of Selectman 
appointed several people to serve on the odvisory board. During the two-month hiatus of the Historic Advisory 
Commission during the end-of-year holidoy period, Commissioner Beth Maguro leorned obout the impending 
appointments, so she applied for a position on the Advisory Board and was accepted to serve on the 
Brownfields Advisory Board. 

Ms. Wakley, grant specialist, confirmed that Weston & Sampson, the Town's contracted environmental 

engineering consultancy, and urban planning consultancy David Gamble & Associates of Cambridge, MA, 
did a walk-through of the Witt School two weeks ago. 

SHAC Chairman Clark asked Ms. Wakley why the Witt building was chosen, given the Hyde Park 
Commission's recommendation to demolish the structure. She said that the Witt School was the most 

obvious target during this time of reduced activity necessitated by COVID-19 mitigation guidelines. 

SHAC members discussed their many hours of deliberation and research related to the Witt School, 
which resulted in their Report I, "Recommendations to the Board of Selectmen Regarding the 
Decommissioned Witt School," dated August 2018. (To read this report, see 
http://record s.staffordct.orgl!files/2018/SHAC/09-24-Report%201%20-%20Witt%20School .pdf ) 

SHAC presented its report and findings to the Hyde Park Commission for their consideration in May 

2018. Subsequently, the Hyde Park Commission recommended demolition of the Witt building and 
return of the land to Hyde Park. 

Ms. Wakley acknowledged SHAC's extensive work; she said that SHAC's Report 1 was provided to 

Weston & Sampson and to David Gamble & Associates for their consideration . 

The $300,000 grant is intended for assessment purposes over a 3-year period. Findings will be shared 
with many interest groups to ensure that input is received from many sources, said Ms. Wakley. 

Chairman Clark reiterated that among SHAC's recommendations was seeking a municipal or educational 
use for the Witt building. Ms. Magura recalled that the "open space" (OS) zoning of Hyde Park would 

permit municipal, recreational or educational uses of the Witt building . 

Commissioner Roger Ingraham, who can see the Witt building from his home, expressed incredulity that 
efforts were being directed at preserving the Witt building. 

Ms. Wakley said she had informed the consultants that the hill in front of the Witt building is an integral 
part of Hyde Park, used for sledding in winter and as a summertime entertainment venue in non-COVID
19 times. 

Ms. Wakley commented that parks, such as Elizabeth Park in Hartford, are acknowledged as economic 
drivers for a community. By broadening the discussion with other members of the community, it is 
hoped that new ideas may arise. 

Chairman Clark asked Ms. Wakley to keep SHAC informed of developments. She said she would do so. 

6. Public comment. No members of the public were present at this meeting. 

7. Old business. Pinney School news: Commissioner Kraussmann mentioned that Selectman John Locke 
had an opportunity to visit Dr. Tyrone Black, the new owner of Pinney School. Mr. Locke said that Dr. 
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Black will hold an open house for the community after the COVID-19 mitigation guidelines can be safely 

loosened. 

10. New business. There was no old business. 

11. Adjournment. Ms. Kraussmann made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Ingraham seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously agreed to by the group. The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 

Respect-fu 11'( su bm itted, 

hl}- . 
" , . 

,-/' . " 
• " .j ~. " ':0Beth Magura 

Recording Secretary , 
Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 

Appendices I, 2 and 3 appear on pages 5-10. 
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Appendix 1 to 8/24/2020 SHAC meeting minutes 


August 2020: What is the dark circled area visible in Marie Ennis's photograph? 


l' Aug. 2020. The Allen Bridge on Spring Street. (View toward the northeast?) Photo received from Marie Ennis of Old 

Structures Engineering. What is the circled area? Marie asked if it is a drainage structure. 

l' 1991. Bridge #4479 (Allen Bridge, Stafford). View northwest (negative G-llA). (Source: Page 15 of the Update of 1991 
Connecticut Historic Bridge Inventory. Date of field inspection: 8/20/2018. Updated form prepared by Bruce Clouette, Senior 

Historian, Archaeological and Historical Services, Inc., Storrs, CT. 
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l' Aug. 2020. View northwest from Spring Street River Garden. A Garden Club member called attention to the circled stone on 
the riverbed; he went under the bridge on 8/14/2020 and did not see an obvious spot on the underside of the bridge or on the 

abutments of the bridge that appeared to be missing a stone of this size. (This is a high-resolution photo that reveals detail 
when enlarged.) 

~1' Aug. 2020: Details from photograph above. 

(Photos compiled by the Stafford Historical Advisory Commission) 
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l' Aug. 2020; View northwest from Spring Street River Garden. Close up of photograph above on p. 2. 
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Appendix 2 to 8/24/2020 SHAC meeting minutes 

To: Stafford Historical Advisory Commission Date: Aug. 24, 2020 

From: Jamie L. Furness, SHAC member 

Subject: Drainage into Middle River seen northwest of the Allen Bridge 

Recently, when doing some filming of historical sites around Stafford for use in the public schools, I 
happened to notice water draining in the Middle River. Because of concern about drainage around the 
Allen Bridge, I thought this recent discovery should be reported to SHAC. Please see the photos below. 

~ June 2020. View to the north 
bank of the Middle River. Circled 
area marks where water is draining 
into the Middle River. (Photo by 
Jamie L. Furness) 

~ June 2020. View to the north bank of 

the Middle River. Circled area marks 
where water is draining into the Middle 

River. (Photo by Jamie L. Furness) 
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l' June 2020. Close up view to the north bank of the Middle River. Water drains into the river over one of the lower stones. 

When the river water level is higher, this drainage of water into the river may not be visible. What is the source of this water? 

(Photo by Jamie l. Furness) 
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Appendix 3 to 8/24/2020 SHAC meeting minutes 

Date: June 15, 2020 
To: Devin Cowperthwaite, Director of Public Works & Amber Wakley, Town of Stafford Grant Writer 

From: Stafford Historical Advisory Commission* 

Subject: Allen Bridge, Spring Street: loose stone on the Northwest IIWing Wall" 


On June 13, 2020, a SHAC member noticed a curved granite block that appears to be partially detached 
from the underlying substructure of the northwest wing wall of the Allen Bridge. (This is the wall directly 

across the river from the curved wall with the large area of missing stones.) 

SHAC requests that this be added to other documentation of the deterioration of the 108-year-old Allen 
Bridge. 

l' June 13, 2020: Earlier rounds of repairs to the l' June 13, 2020: Closeup view. It is possible that 
mortar pointing of the granite veneer are visible invasive roots from the ivy growing up the NW wing 
around the stone that appears to be loosening wall are accelerating the deterioration of the 
from the bridge substructure (see Circle). mortar around this piece of curved granite. Or 

perhaps other factors are at play here ... 

*Members of the Stafford Historical Advisory Commission are Leonard Clark, chairman; Donald Passardi, 
vice chairman; Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, and Beth Magura, recording secretary. 
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